Daphne Christoforou
Daphne & Apollo, 2021
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Height: 40cm

l Stoneware clay, underglaze and on glaze
Diameter: 24cm (belly)

*English text follows.

H viugn Aagvn nrav k6pn tou rotapoU Mnvelol kal cUpdwva pe OAES TIC avapopEag NTav Tavéuopdn.
‘Orav 0 ATtOMwV kauxnenke 6T ntav kaAUutepog ToEoRoAog amnod tov ‘Epwta, o 8edg MG ayarnng tou
£pIEE KpudA €va amnod ta BEAN Tou. To BEAOG Tou 'EpwTa ékave Tov ATTOAWVA va EpWTEUTEL TPEAA TV
Adopvn. O 'EpwTag XTUmnoe kat v Adgvn pe éva BENog, arAd To BENOG dev NTav HUTEPO Kat n AKpn Tou
nrav ard PoAURDdO, e ATTOTEAETHA VA KAVEL TV VUGN va artoppiel Tov EpwTa OAWV TwV avdpwV Kal
va embupel va mapapeivel mapBéva. H dlvaun tou AnoAwva dev NTav AdpkeT yia va Eemepdoel ™
dUvaun mg aydnng, oUTe N yonTeid Tou apKeT yia va ureployxUoel m dlvaun mg adladopiag, mou
TIPoKANBNnke arod ta BEAN Tou ‘Epwta. O AndoANwvag Kuvnynoe m Adagvn, n omoia omyv nmpoondbea
™G va EepUyel amod autdv Kal va TTpooTaTaPel v Ttapbevid g rapakdieoe Tov tatépa mg Mnveld
(G\\ot pUBol 1oxupifovtal My UNTépa M) TToU El0AKOUCE TIG TIPOCEUXEG TG KAl TNV HETETPEYE OTO
dévtpo ™G dAdvng.

H Addvn Xplotopdpou rtapoucidalel pia AAn ekdoxn tou piBou mg Addpvng Kat Tou AtoAwva, oV
oroia n Addvn ¢aivetal va kahwoopilel Tov AlOAwVa e Toug AUKOUG Kal Toug KUKVOUG Tou. AvTi va
petapopdwBel o éva Bauvwdeg, EUAWOeg dEVTPO Ue Kupatoed] GUANA, armoAauBavel Ta urépoxa
aloONolaKka dwpa TTou ExeL va tpoodEpel 0 ATOAwWVvAG. AlaoTpeBAwVeEL Tov HUBo kal arnd mv adndaya
KatadiwEn g yuvaikag ard évav avipa mou dev dgxetal 1o Oxl, Ttapouctalel My TéAela loTopia
ayanng. H KaAMTEXVNG e Evav urtoBOokov 0apkaouo dnAwvel twg «Nat o AtOAwvag Urtopel va ftav
Aayvog, aAAd NTav eniong Kat TToAU TTPOIKIOPEVOG Og SIAPOPOUG TOUEIG OTTWG N HOUCIKN, N IATPLKA, N



ToEoBOAIO KAl TTPOOTATNG TWV TadlwV. TO CWUA ToU NTAV 0 OPLOPOG TG KAAGOIKNG avOpIKNG Opopdlic
kal ¢avtalopatl 6T kabe yuvaika Ba 16eAe va Bpioketal SirAa Tou».

Qaot600, Ba urmopoloe aut 1 véa TTAOKT va sival kat armokinua mg ¢avtaciog Tou AntoAwva;

.

Daphne was a nymph, the daughter of the river Pinios and according to all reports she was
extraordinarily beautiful. When Apollo bragged that he was a better archer than Eros, the god of love
secretly fired an arrow with the sharp point of gold at his fellow god, causing Apollo to fall in love with
Daphne. At the same time, Eros shot Daphne with a blunt lead pointed arrow, causing Daphne an
intense aversion for love in her heart. Apollo’s power was not sufficient to overcome the power of love,
nor his charm enough to win over the power of indifference, caused by the arrows of Eros. Apollo chase
after Daphne, who in order to escape from him and to protect her virginity, pleaded for help from her
father, Peneus (or from Mother Earth, according to another version), who drew back to Daphne's
prayers and transformed the nymph into a laurel tree.

In Daphne Christoforou’s version of the myth, Daphne welcomes Apollo with his wolves and swans.
Instead of transforming into a bushy, woody tree with leathery leaves and a preference for well-drained
soil, she enjoys the fabulous sensual gifts he has to offer. She twists the myth and from the ravenous
pursuit of a woman, by a man who will not take no for an answer, she presents the perfect love story.
The artist with a subtle sarcasm states that “Yes, Apollo was lecherous but also highly gifted in complex
areas such as music, medicine, archery, and the wellbeing of children. His body was the definition of
classical male beauty and | imagine that all the women would want to be by his side.”

The whole plot twist however can also be a figment of Apollo’s imagination?
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