Mariandrie Chrysostomou
You Can’t Put Lipstick on a Pig, 2021
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Mirror, colored film, lipstick, glitter glue

*English text follows.

H Kipkn ntav pa arno g 1o IoXUpEg Haylooes TG eENANVIKNG HuBoAoyiag. Matépag mg ntav o 8e6¢ 'HAlog
Kal untépa Mg n MNépon, pia and g Okeavideg. H Kipkn ZoUoe oto vnoi oto omoio frav Bacihilooa, mv
Alaia kal HeTapOpdw Ve Toug exBpoUg ™G 1] 600U TV TTpocERalav ag {wa [e T XPNOoN HAYIKOV TTOTWV,
KaBwg yvwpile TTOANG yia Ta BoTava kal | papUaKeUTIKY Toug enidpaon. H Kipkn eival yvwot) and my
0dUooela Tou OPNPoU OTToU TTAIZEL TIPW TAYWVIOTIKO POAO G€ LA ATTO TI ONUAVTIKOTEPES TIEPITETEIES TOU
Oduooéa. Meprypddetal va Zel o€ éva Eyapo o HEoN evog EEPwTOU, O Eva TTUKVO BACOG, Kal va udaivel
o€ evav TepAocTio apyaAeld. Ekel épBacav o Oduaoéag kal oL oUVTIpodoi Tou KATd Vv mepAdvnon Toug.
Toug MpwToug amod autolc TIoU MV eMIOKEPONKav N Kipkn mpookadleoe oe yeUua Le ¢paynta oTa oroia
eixe pi€el kamolo arod 1a paykd me eidtpa. Metd 1o daynTo, Toug AyyIEE He TO payiko TG PABdAKL kal
TOUG UETaPOpPw oe og youpoUuvia. Movo o EupUAox0og, TTou TV UoPIAoTNKeE arnd my apxn, YATwoe Kat
edoroinoe Tov Oducoéa kal Toug AAouUG Ttou ixav peivel ota TtAola Toug. H Kipkn 6a xpnoiuorololoe
Kal ™ payeia mg otov Oducoéa, av dev Tov Bonbouoe o Bedg Epung, o oroiog Tou tapeixe GUPPBOUAES
Kat éva GIATPo yia va propéoel va avtiotabuiost auto mg Kipkng. Zm ouvéxela, n Kipkn kat o Oducogag
éylvav epacTég kal Eavadwae 0Toug GUVTPOGOUG ToU TV avBp®TTivn Toug Hopdn divovtag Toug emniong
IO TLOAAY] opopdLd, TTLO TTOAAR dUvaun Kal teploadTtepn eEumvada. MNa éva xpovo o Oduooéag kal To
ANpwd Tou Joloav oe Evav OXETIKO TTapadeloo. ‘Otav TEAIKA £pxetal n wpa yia tov Oducoéa va ¢pUyel
art6 mv Kipkn, aut Tou divel 0dnyieg WG va eMICTPEPOUV THIOW oMV aATpida Toug, TEPLYPAPOVTAG TOUG
dUo dlapopeTikég TTopeieg. Me autd Tov TpoTO Yivetal éva and Ta mpdowTa mou Bondouv Ttio TToAU Tov
0Oduooéa av Kal auTtd dev UMTOYPAMMICETAL APKETA KAl YEVIKA 0NV AVTIANYN TOU KOGHOU €Xel eumedw Ol n
artoym 6T NTav Hia Kakia Jdylooa rou anexfavotav Toug avepwroug, .

H Maptdvtpn XpuoooTOUOU EMIKEVTIPMVETAL 0TV TIPAEN ™G Kipkng va PeTapopd®Vel TOUG AVIPES OE
youpouvia. Mati youpouvia; MNatl enizéyel eldIKA va Toug PeTadopdVel e youpoUvia; ‘lowg and edm
TIPOEPXETAL 1] KOLVY) TTEMO0I(Bnon 6T 6AoL ot Avipeg eival youpouvia; Mag petatpénetatl éva {wo ae oUUBoAo
Xudaiag cuptepidpopdg; H KaAITEXVNG avapwTIETAL YiaT 0 HiBog dlepsuvaTal ard my otk 6T N Kipkn
ATav WA Kakid pdaylooa kat OxL and mmv OfTK OTl KATL Jropel va &ixe oupPel mou mupodomoe TG
EVEPYELEG TG; Z€ TEAIKN avAAUON, TO Vol Mg NTav Jia 0TAoN YId KOUPACOHEVOUG TAEIBIW TES TTou dev eixav



AMNA\eg TTpoBEDEIC TTaPA VA IKAVOTTONOOoUV TIG AVAYKEG ToUg Yia: EekolpaoT, ¢ayntd, khorn, Aenhacia kat
Blaouo.

H kaAMTéXVNG eumnvéetal amno 1o BiBAio Mg Madeline Miller yia myv Kipkn. Mpiv 1o dlaBacel, n Kipkn nrav
Hia KaKY] paylooq, yepdt duoapEoKela Kal Hioog Ttpog Toug AAAoug. Ol TTeplocOTEPES AMnod TG Yuvaikeg
TIOU eI poowTtioUvTal 0N HuBoAoyia sival eite oAU 10XUPES eite dev £xouv Kapia erippor). H Kipkn ival
dlagpopetikn! Av kal eival Bed, €xel pia o avBp®TIIvN TTAsUPd, Uia avBpmTiivn ¢wvi Kal aduvapia ya
Toug avBpwroug. Eival elBpauct, ala Tautdxpova duvatr), Buhmvel, aAa deixvel suyéveld OTOUG
Eévoug. Eival meplbw ploromnuévn eattiag Twv duvApemy mg, eMedn ol yuvaikeg dev TIpEnel va eival Tooo
loXUpPES. «Mou apéoel va ¢avtalopal v Kipkn wg avBpwTtiivn yuvaika. Aev sival oUTe Kakid oUte abma
elvat arAd moAurAeupn. Mia yuvaika TTou TIANY®BnKe Kal EMPETE va UEPAOTIIOTEl Tov eautd MG. Mia
yuvaika Ttou 3&xBnke 0eEOUAAIKY] £m(Beo) Kal Tiepiueve KATOIOV va T OWOEL SUVEXIOE VA TIEPIHEVEL, AN
Kaveig dev gudaviomke, Kat akoua KL av 1o ékavay, méavotata va v kamyopoUloav.»
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Circe was one of the most powerful enchantresses of Greek mythology. She was the daughter of the
Greek sun god Helios, and his wife, the Oceanid Perse. Circe lived on the island where she was queen,
Aiaia, and transformed her enemies or those who offended her into animals with the use of magic drinks,
as she knew a lot about herbs and their medicinal effect. Circe is most famous for her encounter with
Odysseus, as told by Homer and other writers. She is described as living in a mansion in the middle of a
clearing, in a dense forest, and weaving on a huge loom. Odysseus and his companions arrived there
during their wandering. Circe invited the first of Odysseus’ crew who visited her to a meal with food to
which she had thrown one of her magic potions. After the meal, she touched them with her magic wand
and transformed them into pigs. Only Eurylochus, who suspected her from the beginning, escaped and
alerted Odysseus and the others who had remained on their ships. Circe would have used her magic
upon Odysseus as well, but the king of Ithaca was aided by Hermes, with the god giving him advice as
well as a potion to counteract that of Circe. Circe and Odysseus became lovers, and not only did she
restore Odysseus’ companions into their human form, but she also made them more handsome, stronger
and smarter. For a year Odysseus and his crew lived in a relative paradise. Eventually, when it was time
for Odysseus to leave Circe, gladly provided her lover with instructions, describing two paths to lead him
back home. Circe became one of the people who helped Odysseus the most.

Mariandrie Chrysostomou focuses on Circe’s act of transforming men into pigs. Why pigs? Why did she
choose to transform them patrticularly into pigs? Is this where the common belief that all men are pigs
derives from? How is an animal converted into a symbol for crude behaviour? The artist wonders why the
narrative is investigated from the lens that Circe was a ferocious w(b)itch, and not from the perspective
that something might have happened that triggered her actions. After all, her island was a stop for weary
travellers that had no other intentions than to satisfy their needs; rest, eat, steal, loot and rape.

The artist draws inspiration from Madeline Miller’s renowned book on Circe. Before then, Circe was an
evil witch, full of resentment and hatred towards others. Most of the women represented in mythology are
either too powerful or cause no influence at all. Circe is different! Although she is a Goddess, she has a
human side, a human-like voice, and a soft spot for humans. She is fragile, but at the same time mighty,
she gets angry, but she shows kindness to strangers. She is marginalized for her powers because women
are not supposed to be that powerful. “| like to imagine Circe as a human woman. She is neither a villain
nor innocent, she is just perplexed. She is just a woman who was hurt and had to stand up for herself. A
woman who was sexually assaulted and was waiting for someone to save her. She kept waiting, but no
one showed up, and even if they did, they would most probably blame her.”

But who's to blame? Who'’s the real animal in this situation?
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